ALAOTRA GENTLE LEMUR AND ITS THREATS
The Alaotra gentle lemur or Bandro (Hapalemur griseus alaotrensis) (Figure 1 ) is confined to the papyrus and reed beds of the Lake Alaotra (see Figure 2 ). This type of vegetation is most found in the southern parts of the lake. The population of the Alaotra lemur is suffering severe anthropogenic threats: The major pressures derive from habitat destruction mainly through fires. Slash and burn culture is mostly used to convert marshy habitat into rice paddies and to gain better access to fish ponds. March. In 1994 the population was estimated at 11,000 animals (Mutschler and Feistner 1995) . Only five years later the population had already diminished by 50% (Mutschler et al. 2000) . In have reduced the existing habitat for more than 47% (Andrianandrasana, unpublished data). Hence, the animals were to be found in a relatively high number and density.
CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion we can say there are three major aspects to address for the future to save the Alaotra lemur from extinction:
First, the fires must be reduced to zero because fire is the most devastating pressure to the habitat. Second, poaching must be 
